
Challenge: Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.  
Create a house form using clay slab construction techniques.  Use underglazes and painting 
techniques to paint your personal space scene on the clay form.  
                                                                     Agenda
Session 1- Group discussion, brainstorm and planning worksheet, sketching, create house form template
Session 2/3 - Slab Rolling/Construction Demo, Roll slaps, assemble house form template, house slab construction 
Session 4 - Watercolor sketch of personal space on house template, midpoint critiques with classmates
Session 5 - Underglaze painting techniques Demo, sketch and paint design on bisque house form
Session 6 - Glaze Demo, Studio Time - �nish underglaze painting
Session 7 - Class community display, class critique, �nal re�ection worksheet and assessment rubric

Session 1: 
Step 1 - Brainstorm at least two di�erent places you can be yourself.  

Step 2 - For each of your selected places, list out characteristics that could be used to describe each place. 

Step 3 - Select the idea you would like to use to address the artmaking challenge.

Step 4 - In your sketchbook sketch out at least two di�erent house forms you could create out of clay slabs.  

Sketches do not have to be to scale.  However, document estimated height, width and depth of house form. 

 1. For each house form sketch include at least three di�erent views: side, front, back.

Step 5 – After teacher approval of designs, create your �nal house form templates on watercolor paper.  

*Your brainstorm worksheet  & sketches will be reviewed & graded as part of the Communicate Criteria Assessment

A Place To Be Yourself

Session 2 

House Template Construction 

Session 1

Mary Fisher, Red Chair, 2015, Stoneware Jacek Yerka, Untitled, 2006, Oil

Name _______________________________________      Period____________             Ceramics 1

Due Dates:
Initial Design - March __________  

Completed form ready for bisque �ring - April_________

Watercolor Plan complete - April_________

Glazing complete ready for glaze �ring - April__________

Completed sculpture, re�ections & rubric - April________



Session 2-3:
Step 1 - Roll out slab of clay, set out to air dry.  TIP - Make sure slabs are no thicker than 1/4” 

 Slab Rolling/Construction Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn55cIO8D2E 

Step 2 - Cut out and assemble house form templates using watercolor paper scraps.   

 Label each piece with name and class code

Step 3 - After completing house template form, begin slab construction once slabs are leather hard following the 

 demonstrated procedures.  

 Optional to include additional accents, chimneys, shutters, cut openings etc

Step 4 - At cleanup place house forms on ware boards and loosely wrap with plastic wrap/dry cleaning bags.

Step 5 - Exit Ticket 

1.  Cut slabs using template

2.  Score, Slip, Weld, reinforce seams with coils

3-4.  Construct house form

1

2 3 4



Session 4:
Step 1 - Tape together house template to lay �at.

Step 2 - Sketch out �nal personal space design using pencil  Include some form of perspective/spatial concept:

 Overlapping, foreground, middle & background, liner perspective, scale, atmospheric perspective, aerial 

 perspective, worm’s-eye & bird’s-eye view

Step 3 - Use watercolors to paint colors & details that you will 

 include when using underglaze on the �nal piece.

 Watercolor sketch will be graded.

Step 4 - Last day to add any additional details using clay to 

 your house forms if needed.

Step 5 - Midpoint critiques with table-mates.

Step 6 - Complete watercolor sketches.

Session 5:
Step 1 - Complete glaze planning worksheet. 

Lightly sketch large details and shapes with pencil onto bisque �red house forms.

Step 2 - Start painting your personal space scenes onto your bisque house form. 

 Use painting techniques from demo and underglaze painting video clip

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jLDZB9QJso 

Step 3 - Studio Time  - Underglaze painting.

Session 6:
Step 1 - Continue underglaze painting.  

Optional - Use sgra�to techniques from demo.

Step 2 - Studio Time - Complete underglaze painting.

Step 3 -  Apply clear glaze to accent areas.

Step 4 - Exit Ticket.

Session 7:
Step 1 - As a class, set up a display of house forms to 

create a class community for group critique.

Step 2 - Complete �nal re�ection worksheets including

�nal glaze re�ection. 

Step 3 - Complete self-assessment based on 

provided rubric. 

Step 4 - Group critique. Kaori Fujitani, Suburbia, 2010, Terracotta



Challenge: Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.  

Places I can be myself What characteristics describe this place?
Physical, emotional 

Step 1 - Brainstorm at least two di�erent personal places where you go and you feel like you 
     can be yourself.  
Step 2 - For each of your selected places, list out characteristics that could be used to describe
                this place.  

Step 3 - Circle the idea you would like to use to address the artmaking challenge.
Step 4 -  In your sketchbook sketch out at least two di�erent house forms you could create
                out of clay slabs.
 1. For each house form include at least three di�erent views, side, front, back.
 2. Sketches do not have to be to scale.  However, document estimated height, width, 
                 depth of house form.    

Brainstorm Worksheet will be reviewed and graded.

A Place To Be Yourself
Brainstorm Worksheet

Name _______________________________________      Period____________             Ceramics 1

      Example :   Nature                           Forest, no city, no other people around, calm, relaxing, quiet

     



A Place To Be Yourself
Project Checklist

PLANNING:
________ List two personal places and their characteristics

________ Sketch two di�erent house forms, including side, front, 

back views with estimated dimensions

________ Watercolor paper house template

________ Watercolor sketch on paper house template

________ Glaze planning worksheet

SLAB CONSTRUCTION:
________ Use slab roller to make slabs 1/4” thick.  Allow slabs to set up.

________ Use rib to smooth the slab’s surface

________ Use watercolor paper templates to cut out house forms

________ Score and slip sides of slabs to construct house form

________ Smooth all the edges so you do not see any seams

________ Use coils to reinforce all seams

________ Additional surface decoration: 

Textures, doors, windows, shutters, chimney, cut outs, other

WATERCOLOR/UNDERGLAZE/SURFACE DECORATION:
________ Watercolor plan on watercolor paper template

________ Include perspective/spatial elements: Overlapping, foreground, middle & background, liner 

perspective, scale, atmospheric perspective, aerial perspective, worm’s-eye & bird’s-eye view  

________ Complete glaze planning worksheet

________ Use underglaze techniques to illustrate your personal place on your house form

________ Sgra�to techniques

________ Clear glaze accents

________ Non-ceramic materials



Coil – Ceramic hand building technique by rolling out coils, or ropes, of clay and joining them together.

Pinch – Ceramic hand building technique of shaping clay by inserting the thumb of one into a ball of clay and 
lightly pinching with the thumb and �ngers while slowly rotating the ball of clay in the palm of the other hand.

Slab – Ceramic hand building technique of rolling, by hand or with a slab roller, �at pieces of clay with the same 
thickness.   Slabs can be cut into shapes and the edges are joined to form an object.

Soft Slab Construction – Working with relatively wet slabs.  This gives you the freedom to continue shaping and 
altering the piece after the individual pieces are joined.  This method is great for making cups or rounded forms. 
 
Hard Slab Construction – Constructing forms using slabs that are leather-hard.   This method is great for making 
squared forms like boxes.  

Leather Hard – The condition of clay when it has been partially dried to the point where it has shrunk and is no 
longer �exible.  

Score and Slip – Refers to the method of joining two pieces of clay together by scoring or “scratching” into both 
surfaces of clay that will be joined and then applying slip or “wet clay” to the scored surfaces.  The two pieces are 
then joined and smoothed together.

Subtractive – Carving into clay and removing from the surface of your vessel.

Additive – Adding clay to your vessel by scoring and slipping clay to the surface of your vessel.

Plasticity – The quality of clay that allows it to be manipulated and still maintains its shape without cracking or 
sagging.  

Shrinkage – Contraction of clay in either drying or �ring.  

Greenware – Un�red pottery.

Bone Dry – Extremely or completely dry clay.  Clay that is bone dry is most fragile at this stage.

Bisque Fired – Unglazed ceramic ware �red once to a temperature su�cient to harden.

Glaze Fired – A �ring cycle to the temperature at which the glaze materials will melt to form a glass-like surface 
coating.  

Ceramic Vocabulary



A Place To Be Yourself
Final Re�ection Worksheet

Challenge: Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself. Create 
a house form using clay slab construction techniques.  Use underglazes and painting techniques 
to paint your personal space scene on the clay form.  

Please answer these following questions with complete sentences.  Use proper art vocabulary.

What personal space did you focus on in your artwork?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this space an important part of your life?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

List and describe one challenge you faced while using the materials and techniques 

required of this artmaking challenge?  What would you di�erently?

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

                                              Final Re�ection Worksheet will be reviewed and graded.

Name _______________________________________      Period____________             Ceramics 1



A Place To Be Yourself
Final Student/Peer/Teacher Assessment

Challenge: Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself. Create 
a house form using clay slab construction techniques.  Use underglazes and painting techniques 
to paint your personal space scene on the clay form.  

Please evaluate your work in the following categories.  Enter a score from 0-25 for each section. 

PEER _____________________________________________

Name _______________________________________      Period____________             Ceramics 1

WORK ETHIC (25 PTS)
- Focused and productive during class time
- Class time was used wisely
- Completed work on time
- Cleaned up personal/class work areas

CONTENT (25 PTS)
- Sculpture is a unique house form
- Sculpture depicts a place where you can be yourself
- Includes perspective/spatial design elements

CRAFTSMANSHIP/ TECHNIQUE (25 PTS)
- Well constructed slabs, �at, even 
- All elements of the sculpture have been scored/slip
- Skillful use of art tools and techniques
- Time and care was taken to create �nished piece

SURFACE DECORATION (25 PTS)
- Design is planned and executed with care
- Evidence of underglaze techniques
- Attention to detail
- Experimentation and risk-taking.  

STUDENT PEER TEACHER

COMMENTS________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________


