
A Place To Be Myself
Ceramics 1



Agenda
•Group discussion 

•Brainstorming worksheet

•Sketch ideas in sketchbook

•Refine ideas

•Create house form templates

•Clean up

•Next class



Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



What are some places where you feel like 
you can be yourself?

• Home 

• Nature

• Alone

• With Friends

• Music 

• Sports

• Art

• School



What characteristics describe these places?

• Physical 

• Emotional 



Li Chen, Untitled, 2013, Digital Painting
http://www.exocomics.com/



Jacek Yerka, Untitled, 2006, Oil
http://www.yerkaland.com/





Why a House?

What does the symbol of a home represent?



- Frederick W. Robertson

"Home is the one place in all this world where hearts are sure 

of each other. It is the place of confidence. It is the place 

where we tear off that mask of guarded and suspicious 

coldness which the world forces us to wear in self-defense, 

and where we pour out the unreserved communications of 

full and confiding hearts. It is the spot where expressions of 

tenderness gush out without any sensation of awkwardness 

and without any dread of ridicule."



Greg Kinney, The Letter Home, 2009, 
Earthenware, Underglazes, Decals

http://southwestschoolofart.tumblr.com/post/70298996609/
pick-of-the-month-ceramics

Frank James Fisher, American Home, 2011, 
Porcelain

http://www.frankjamesfisher.com/ceramics.php?act=main&sub_cat=ceramic%20art

http://southwestschoolofart.tumblr.com/post/70298996609/


Mary Fischer, Red Chair, 2015, 
Stoneware

http://www.mudfire.com/mary-fischer.htm

Mary Fischer, Small White House, 2012, 
Stoneware

http://www.mudfire.com/mary-fischer.htm



Kaori Fujitani, Suburbia, 2004, 
Terracotta

Artist Private Collection

Kaori Fujitani, Large House, 2010, 
Terracotta

Artist Private Collection









Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



How To Get Started

Step 1 - Brainstorm at least two different places you can be yourself.  

Step 2 - For each of your selected places, list out characteristics that 

could be used to describe each place. 

Step 3 - Select the idea you would like to use to address the 

artmaking challenge.

Step 4 - In your sketchbook sketch out at least two different house forms you could create            
out of clay slabs.  Sketches do not have to be to scale.  However, document estimated height, 
width and depth of house form. 

1. For each house form sketch include at least three different views: side, front, back.

Step 5 – After teacher approval of designs, create your final house form templates on watercolor 
paper.  

Challenge - Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.





A Place To Be Myself
Ceramics 1
Session 2-3



Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



How To Get Started

Step 1 – Roll out slab of clay, set out to air dry.  TIP - Make sure slabs are no thicker 
than 1/4”

Slab Rolling/Construction Video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn55cIO8D2E 

Step 2 – Cut out and assemble house form templates using watercolor paper scraps. 
Label with name.  

Step 3 - After completing house template form, begin slab construction once 
slabs are leather hard following the demonstrated procedures.  
Optional to include additional accents, chimneys, shutters, cut openings etc.

Step 4 - At cleanup place house forms on ware boards and wrap with  
plastic wrap/dry cleaning bags.

Step 5 – Exit Ticket 

Challenge - Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.



A Place To Be Myself
Ceramics 1
Session 4



Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



How To Get Started

Step 1 – Tape together house template to lay flat.

Step 2 – Sketch out final personal space design using pencil  Include some form of 
perspective/spatial concept: Overlapping, foreground, middle & background, liner 
perspective, scale, atmospheric perspective, aerial 

Step 3 - Use watercolors to paint colors & details that you will include when             
using underglaze on the final piece. Watercolor sketch will be graded.

Step 4 - Last day to add any additional details using clay to your                                 
house forms if needed.

Step 5 – Midpoint critique with table-mates.

Step 6 – Complete watercolor sketches.  

Step 7 – Greenware houses in the drying cabinet.

Challenge - Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.



A Place To Be Myself
Ceramics 1
Session 5



Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



How To Get Started

Step 1 – Complete glaze planning worksheet. 

Step 2 – Lightly sketch large details and shapes with pencil onto bisque 
fired house forms.

Step 3 - Start painting your personal space scenes onto your bisque 
house form. Use painting techniques from demo and underglaze 
painting video clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jLDZB9QJso 

Step 4 - Studio Time  - Underglaze painting.

TIP – Painting with underglazes is like painting with               
watercolors.

Challenge - Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.



A Place To Be Myself
Ceramics 1
Session 6



Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



How To Get Started

Step 1 – Continue underglaze painting.  

Optional - Use sgraffito techniques from demo.

Step 2 – Midpoint critique.

Step 3 - Studio Time - Complete underglaze painting.

Step 4 - Apply clear glaze to accent areas.

Step 5 - Exit Ticket.

TIP – Painting with underglazes is like painting with               
watercolors.

Challenge - Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.



A Place To Be Myself
Ceramics 1
Session 7



Challenge

Create a ceramic sculpture that 
illustrates a place where you can be 
yourself.



How To Get Started

Step 1 – As a class, set up a display of house forms to create a class 
community for group critique.

Step 2 – Complete final reflection worksheets 
including final glaze reflection.

Step 3 - Complete self-assessment based on                                  
provided rubric. Peer assessment. 

Step 4 - Group critique. 

Challenge - Create a ceramic sculpture that illustrates a place where you can be yourself.


